Measurement of body mass index
Height and weight at the baseline examination were measured by a nurse using standard protocol. Body mass index (BMI) was computed as weight(kg)/height 
Ascertainment of deaths
A total of 18,863 men (99.2% of participants in baseline survey) were traced for mortality using the National Health Service Central Registry. Causes of deaths were ascertained from death certificates using ICD-8 and ICD-9 codes 460-519 and ICD-10 codes J00-J99 for respiratory disease and ICD-8 and ICD-9 codes 410-414 and ICD-10 codes I20-I25 for CHD.
Statistical analysis
The present analyses are based on 18,823 participants with complete data on BMI, smoking and causespecific mortality. To compare the association between underweight and normal weight for mortality outcomes, hazard ratios and accompanying 95% confidence intervals (CI) were computed using Cox proportional hazards regression with age during follow-up as the time scale and stratification by birth cohort. 
Results

